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History and Need for Ready for School

• Increase in refugees resettled in Texas
• Varying educational and cultural 

backgrounds of refugee families
• Recognition refugee children start school 

behind American children
• Recognition early childhood education 

begins before PreK
• Brain development
• Models behavior for school



Refugees

Refugees are people living outside their 
home country who cannot return to 
their country due to fear of persecution 
based on their race, religion, ethnic 
group or membership in a particular 
social or political group. 
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Identified Skills Needed for School
Literacy – Language

Math
Motor
Social

Parenting



Literacy – Language
• recognizes his/her name in print
• concepts of print 
• recognizes & names colors
• tells stories
• understands basic commands
• understands basic “feeling” words
• identifies body parts



Math
• Count 1-10
• basic shapes
• Sorting
• one-to-one correspondence
• arranging objects (large-small, small-large)
• comparison concepts (more, less, same)



Motor Skills
• large motor skills -

moves to a beat, 
hops, crawls, skips

• bounces a ball
• uses blocks
• fine motor skills (uses scissors, 

holds a pencil, uses pincer grasp)



Social Skills
• identifies self
• follows directions
• polite words
• works cooperatively
• asks for help
• hygiene and table manners



Parenting Skills
• eye contact
• verbal commands
• modeling polite words
• safety skills
• first-then statements
• structured schedule



Choosing the Literature



• Visual content
• Simple print 
• Predictable text
• Helpful to have actions 

or clues to support the text



Integrating skills with the books 

Ex: Brown Bear - Language skill = 
recognize and name colors 

Ex: Count 1, 2, 3 - Motor skill = move to a beat 
such as marching counting to 10



•Music
•Media
•Printables
•Books

Resources



Music is an important 
resource in many ways.



Resources for music:
• www.drjean.org
• www.learningstation.org
• and others

http://www.drjean.org/
http://www.learningstation.org/


YouTube channels

www.Youtube.com

Several musicians have their own 
channels such as Dr. Jean and Learning 
Station.

http://www.youtube.com/


Various websites for free downloads 
for printables:

www.kidzone.com
www.pinterest.com
www.abcteach.com
www.PreschoolMom.com
www.eslprintables.com

http://www.kidzone.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.abcteach.com/
http://www.preschoolmom.com/
http://www.eslprintables.com/


Resources for books:
Local stores such as Walmart,  
Target, etc.

www.firstbook.org
www.scholastic.com
(Book fairs, warehouse sales)

http://www.firstbook.org/
http://www.scholastic.com/


Lesson Components

• Book of the Week
• Materials Needed
• Parenting Skill
• Teaching Procedures
• Reading Objective /Social Skills Objective   
• Teaching Procedures
• Math Objective /Motor Skills Objective
• Teaching Procedures
• Closure



Website Links for curriculum –
www.literacyconnexus.org
www.cbfinternationals.org

http://www.literacyconnexus.org/
http://www.cbfinternationals.org/








Lesson Planning

• Pacing according to the children
• Repetition
• Be creative



Pilot Project

Lessons Learned

What’s next?....
• Family Reading Fair 
• Family Literacy model 
• Options for using the curriculum


